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Boris Becker Wins Euro 1.2m Image Rights Payout
Date of Release: 3 March 2006

German tennis legend Boris Becker has succeeded in his action for unauthorized use of his image

against the newspaper Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung. The substantial damages award

by the German court of EUR 1.2 million (plus interest at 5%) underlines the risks that advertisers

face when using images of celebrities without their permission.

The paper had run a promotional campaign in 2001 which used a mock front page featuring an

image of Becker, together with the words, "the faltering favourite". The picture was apparently

used across Germany on buses and advertising hoardings as well as on television and in

newspapers.

Under German law it is possible to use certain celebrities’ images without their permission for

information or for editorial purposes such as the illustration of a news story. However, Judge

Thomas Keiss ruled that the paper was using the ex-Wimbledon champion’s picture for

promotional reasons and that Becker’s permission was therefore required.

The paper may have hoped that the court would have followed an earlier case involving another

German sporting legend, Franz Beckenbauer. That case was decided in favour of the manufacturer

of a calendar featuring photographs of the player. The Federal Court ruled that the use of

photographs constituted information about the athletic style of the game and about Beckenbauer

himself and that consent was not therefore required.

The means available to celebrities to prevent and seek recompense for the unauthorised use of

their images in the UK is undoubtedly weaker than in Germany. However, those involved in

commercially exploiting celebrities’ images need to be wary of the extent to which their advertising

may be viewable outside the UK.
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Couchman Harrington Associates is a commercial law firm offering specialist legal advice to the

sports industry.  The leading independent legal directories say the following about the firm:-

Remarkably successful at a time when other firms have been looking to exit the sports

market winning business model  (Legal 500)

The achievement of this firm is incredible  it has made a huge impression in the market 

the country's number one sports law boutique  (Chambers Directory 2006)

For further details please contact Nick White, Assistant, Couchman Harrington Associates

nick.white@couchmanharrington.com ; telephone +44 (0)20 7611 9660
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